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"Identify one important historical personality studied in this class through Week 6 and describe three ways this person shaped the age in which he/she lived in."

There have been many historical personalities that have shaped the age  which he/she lived in.  One historical personality that helped shape the time that he lived in was Alexander the Great who lived between 356 – 323 BC.  He helped shape his time and also even helped shape time after he passed away.  This paper will describe three ways that Alexander the Great shaped the age in which he lived in.


Alexander's real name was “Alexander III of Macedon” and he was the son of “King Philip II of Macedonia” (Fox, 2004, p. 17).  Fox (2004) went on to find that Alexander's mother was named “Olympias” (p. 17).  Alexander the Great “lived in Pella, the capital city of Macedonia” (Pancella, 2004, p. 6).  Throughout the early part of Alexander's life, he was trained by “Leonidas” and “the famous Greek philosopher Aristotle” (Pancella, 2004, p. 6).  It is also very important to point out that Alexander did not just become King.  He was first a soldier in the Macedonian army when he joined it at the age of sixteen.  As a solider, Alexander got his first taste of war in “338 B.C.E” when he “led the cavalry against the Thebans” and won the battle (Pancella, 2004, p. 12).  Alexander then became the King of Macedonia at the age of “twenty years old” when his father was assassinated (Fox, 2004, p. 22).     


Now by understanding that Alexander the Great was trained at a young age by Aristotle and joined the Army at a young age, one can look at how he helped shape the age in which he lived in.  One of the ways that Alexander helped shape the world was the way that he carried out warfare.  Barksdale (2014) pointed out that Alexander the Great never lost a battle and that his methods are still being studied today in “military academies” (para. 3).  Bardsdale (2014) went on to say that “Alexander gained a reputation of leading his men to battle with impressive speed, allowing smaller forces to reach and break the enemy lines before his foes were ready” (para. 3).  Alexander the Great helped shape his time by the way that he used his military allowing him to gain an advantage over the civilizations that he was battling.   


Another way that Alexander the Great helped shape his time was that he was not afraid to take on another civilization's customs in order to bring them together.  Fox (2004) noted that “Alexander embraced the customs of his former enemies” (p. 59).  Fox (2004) went on to find that Alexander even recruited Persian troops to join “his army because he believed that if he forged a close alliance between the Macedonians and the Persians, he could better hold onto the empire he now ruled” (p. 62).  Another example of Alexander the Great not looking down upon another civilization's custom was when Alexander was intrigued by the “Indian culture” and  as a result, he “had heard of the sophistication of Indian philosophers and summoned some to instruct him or debate with him” (McKay, 2012, p. 82).  By doing this, one can argue that Alexander the Great had a respect for other cultures and did not want to force his beliefs on other civilizations.  Alexander  was a ruler that realized that he needed to take on the customs of other civilizations and to let the people into the Army in order to allow the civilizations to get closer together.  

Another way that Alexander the Great shaped the world in which he lived is was that he brought Greek ideas and form of government to the new civilizations that he had conquered.  An example of this is when Alexander made the East all have the same language.  Fox (2004) pointed out that Alexander “had made the vernacular Greek, koine, the common tongue of the East (p. 79).  By doing this, one can conclude that Alexander the Great helped shape the world because it allowed the people within his Kingdom to be able to communicate with one another.  This has shown that he understood the importance of everyone being able to communicate with one another.  McKay (2012) pointed out that during the time that Alexander was conquering new civilizations that he helped build “new cities and kingdoms” (McKay, 2012, p. 116).  McKay (2012) went on to say that during this period that the “Greeks developed a distinctive form of city-state known as the polis and made lasting cultural and intellectual achievements” (p. 116).  As a result of Alexander conquering new civilizations and then building cities in the areas that he had conquered, he made a lasting impression on the world because of the cities that he formed during his time.

It is also important to point out that Alexander the Great helped shape the world into what it is today  because his methods of warfare are still being studied to this day.  As a result of this he helped shape the military of today’s time into what it is today.  One can also argue that he helped shape the world today because of the way that he tried to integrate civilizations when he conquered new cities.  By doing this, he showed that in order for a Kingdom or a civilization to succeed in today’s time that people have to be willing to live together with each other despite our differences.  The last way that he helped shape today’s time is that without Alexander the Great being into power, one could argue that a lot of the things that he accomplished would not have taken place if he was not the one in power.

In history ,there were many historical personalities that shaped their time and even shaped the future into what it is today.  Alexander the Great was one of the historical personalities that helped shape their time and the future generations after his time.  Although Alexander the Great lived between 356 – 323 BC, he has shaped the world into what it has today.  He is the type of historical figure that will continue to be studied for many years to come.    
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