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Thank you for the submission of your Week 3 Short Paper Assignment #1.  

You earned 85/100 points on this assignment. This assignment is worth 10 percent of your total grade.  Please see left column of Home Page for websites to assist with any issues on formatting citation or bibliography, including a citation examples and sample essay.  

· Format and Submission (5 points)

· Introduction and Thesis Statement (20 points)

· Organization and Body of Essay (25 points)

· Historical Analysis and Use of Sources (25 points) 16

· Writing Style and Grammar (10 points)

· Use of Citation and Bibliography (15 points) 9
Please see comments on your returned assignment and look for the three questions posed in the feedback.  You are to pick ONE of these questions to respond to in one of the two Forums for Week 5.  Do not pick a question if you addressed the answer in your original essay.
1. Please describe in greater detail why you believe the philosophy or religion discussed in your paper was originally accepted into the new region (why was it attractive to the new region)?  Did this religion or philosophy face opposition from indigenous elements?  How was this opposition overcome?

2. Please develop how the movement of this foreign philosophy or religion into the new region changed the artistic expression (literature, art, architecture, fashion) of the newly entered region.  Give three examples.

3. Please elaborate on whether the religion or philosophy described in your short paper still has an impact on the new region in the 21st century?  If yes, how?  If no, why not?  
Good luck in the second half of class.

Professor Carey

"Describe and trace the invention and diffusion of one important philosophy or religion studied through week 3 of this class. How and why do you believe this philosophy or religion change as it entered a new area and interacted with a new people?"


There have been many different religions throughout history that have come to friction.  There have been a few different monotheism types of religion that has been covered in World History before 1650 History 111 class such as the one that Akhenaten Add reign or life date when first introducing important historical figures -3  practiced and Judaism.  One religion that was the inspiration for many other religions is the monotheism belief of Judaism.  Judaism has been credited with shaping both Islam and Christianity into what it is today.  This paper will describe and trace the invention and diffusion of the monotheism belief of Judaism.  Solid introduction and thesis.

In order to understand the Judaism religion, it is important to understand how it came about.  Judaism came about after “people took advantage of Egypt's collapse to found an independent state” that was founded by the “Hebrews [that] created a new form of religious belief” (McKay et all, 2012, p. 53).  The belief that was created by the Hebrews involved these people to worship and serve a God that was called “Yahweh” (McKay, 2012, p. 53).  The Hebrew people wrote down their thoughts on this God and the writings formed what was known as the Hebrew Bible.  McKay (2012) noted that the writings of the Hebrew civilization helped define the Hebrews making the Hebrew Bible one of “the most important written record[s] that exists from this period” (McKay, 2012, p. 53). 

                 You will find some major differences upon examining the religion of Judaism and other religions that were being practiced during the time Judaism came about. The main difference between Judaism and other religions from the “Mesopotamian and Egyptian deities” were that within the other religions they “were powerful and often immortal, but they were otherwise just like humans with good and bad personal qualities” (McKay, 2012, p. 56).  The Judaism religion was one in which the Hebrew people worshiped their God and had to live ethically.  Another main difference between Judaism and the other religions of this time was that the other religions could just add another god to worship when the people went to new areas or learned new things.  However, in the Judaism religion, the Hebrew people only worshiped one God and would never add any other Gods.  

                     To study Judaism, it is important to look at the history of Judaism.  Stark (2001) noted that the Hebrew people were put into slavery by the Egyptians when they were moving into the area until Moses helped the Hebrews get out of Egypt.  Once they got out of Egypt, they settled in what is now known as Palestine and Israel.  Unfortunately, there was danger for the Hebrew people.  The Hebrew's biggest danger came from the “Philistines whose superior technology and military organization at first made them invincible” (McKay, 2012, p. 53).  McKay (2012) pointed out that about 1010 B.C. “the Hebrew leader Saul, while keeping the Philistines at bay, established a monarchy over the Hebrew tribes” (p. 53).  Saul died fighting the Philistines which resulted in David taking over. David enlarged the Hebrew kingdom until his son, Solomon took over (McKay, 2012).  McKay (2012) pointed out that Solomon launched one of the most symbolic projects of his time, The Temple of Jerusalem. This temple “was intended to be the religious heart of the kingdom, a symbol of Hebrew unity and of Yahweh's approval of the state built by Saul, David, and Solomon” (p. 53).  Upon Solomon's death, his kingdom broke into two parts. These two parts ended up going to war.  Wright (2009) found that King Josiah of Judah “wanted to unify southern and northern Israel, to restore the storied greatness of the Davidic empire and do it in the name of Yahweh, covering Israel's God in greater glory” (p. 165).  King Josiah was not successful and ended up being killed. King Josiah's death “turned out to be the best thing that ever happened to Yahweh,” Judaism “would not only survive and prevail, but prevail in grander, intensified form” (Wright, 2009, p. 165).  Excellent information above

The question then can be asked is how and why did this religion change as it entered a new area and interacted with new people?  Judaism changed as a result of what took place to the Hebrews. Here, an argument can be made that Judaism was forced to change after each time the temple was destroyed, first by the neo-Babylonians and second by the Romans. Both of these points should be addressed in your paper -6.  Stark (2001) points that the religion of Judaism changed when the second Temple of Jerusalem was destroyed because the rabbis wanted to reinterpret the information to their people that were in exile. Here, you reference and author in your sentence which requires that you cite the end of the sentence each and every time -3  The religion changed over time due to things being destroyed and the rabbis wanted to still teach what they had known from the information.  One can conclude that as a result of the Temple being destroyed some of the information was not communicated the same as before the Second Temple was destroyed.  In other words, as time goes by and items are lost or destroyed due to different reasons, the information has to be given from memory or from material that was saved and not destroyed.  A great example of how information can be changed is by having a room full of people line up.  The first person would be told something, and then that person would tell the next person what they heard.  By the time it was done more than likely, what was originally told is not what the last person in the line is told.  


Another reason why Judaism changed as the Hebrew people moved around and spread it to more people is because people had to make sense of it in their own ways.  A way that one person understands something is not always going to be the same way that another person is going to understand something. One can conclude that as Judaism spread, it changed in a way for people to make better sense of the teachings of Judaism.  It is important to understand that Judaism that has been studied this far in the World Civilization before 1650 has led to the religions of Islam and modern day Christianity (McKay, 2012).  One can argue that as time went by, both Christianity and Islam made changes to Judaism in order to understand the teachings of it.  This meaning that both Christianity and Islam stem from Judaism. 


Throughout history, there have been many different religions or philosophies that have shaped the world into what it is today.  There have been many monotheism religions that have been studied over the years.  One of the monotheism religions that has been studied in depth has been that of Judaism.  Judaism is one of those religions that helped shape the world into what it is today.  Judaism has been credited as one of the religions that helped shaped Christianity and Islam.       
An interesting and informative paper.         
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