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Throughout history there have been many things that have taken place to shape the world into what it is today.   When looking at the United States Presidency it has helped shape not only the United States but also the world as a whole.  When looking at the American Presidency, the one thing that tends to be overlooked is that the office of the Presidency was the first of its kind.  The government being formed was in a way that had not been seen before in the world at that time.  As the first President of the United States, George Washington shaped the Presidency into what it is today in seven different ways.  It is important to examine how he shaped the Presidency in each of these seven ways.  The seven actions that will be looked at are:  

a. The Creation of the Cabinet.

b. Implied Powers  

c. Informal Term Limits

d. Veto Power 

e. Accepting a Salary

f. Executive Privilege

h. Executive Order 

It is important to examine how President George Washington shaped the Presidency by looking at any hurdles he faced while carrying the above actions out, how he came to the conclusion to carry out these actions and how ultimately they have continued to be used in the office of Presidency in today's time.
United States Cabinet 


When looking at George Washington's Presidency, the first thing that needs to be looked at is his creation of the cabinet.  One of the first actions that President George Washington took as the President of the United States was to create the Cabinet.  It is important to point out that in no place within the Constitution of the United States does it mention a Cabinet (Landau, 2012).  However, President George Washington decided to create a Cabinet in order to help with the running of the executive branch of the government.  It is also important to understand how President Washington had the legal power to do this as the President of the United States.  The legality of the United States Cabinet has been supported by the point that the power of a President to use a cabinet comes from the following words of the Constitution “may require the Opinion, in writing, of the principal Officer in each of the executive Departments, upon any subject relating to the Duties of their respective Offices” (U.S. CONST. art. II, § 2, cl. 1).  By understanding the legal justification of the Cabinet of the United States one can then look more in depth to how George Washington shaped the use of the Cabinet of the United States.  When looking at President Washington's Cabinet, one of the steps that he took in order to build credibility and balance to the Cabinet was that he chose members to serve in the cabinet that represented people from different regions of the United States (Rozell, Pederson, & Williams, 2000).  President George Washington sent his first cabinet nomination of Alexander Hamilton to the Senate on September 11, 1789 (Rozell, Pederson, & Williams, 2000).  


President Washington also took the step of picking people that had experience or education in regards to the position that they were being appointed to in the Cabinet.  In other words, President Washington did not just put friends onto the Cabinet to serve.  He picked people that were respected and would benefit him in the event that he needed their help.  An interesting point about the Cabinet is that within the first Presidential Cabinet, two of the people that served on the Cabinet also became President after George Washington (Rozell, Pederson, & Williams, 2000).   


When looking at the Cabinet of the United States George Washington put into place, there was the potential for hurdles in putting the Cabinet into place. The Senate could have easily said no to the idea of a Cabinet.  In light of this, President George Washington decided to pick people from different regions of the United States in order to make sure the Senate would support the idea of the Cabinet.  One can conclude that when looking at how President George Washington came to the conclusion to put the Cabinet into place, he looked at Article II, Section 2, Clause 1 of the United States Constitution.  By having a basic understanding of the United States Cabinet it is then important to look at how it has continued to be used since President Washington's time as the President of the United States.  


Now that there is an understanding of how President George Washington put the Cabinet into place one can look at how the Cabinet has continued to be used.  Ever since President George Washington was in office every President sense has continued to use a Cabinet within the executive government.  However, the amount of people on the Cabinet has grown since the time the President George Washington's number of four people.  Currently the Cabinet of the United States includes the Vice President of the United States and then the 15 heads of the executive departments (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  In other words, this goes to show you that since every President of the United States and the growth of the Cabinet that the Cabinet was indeed a great move by President Washington to grow the office of the Presidency. 
Implied Powers     


When looking at George Washington's Presidency and the United States Cabinet it is also important to see one of the ways that both helped shape the office of Presidency since the start of the Presidency.  As a result of President Washington creating the Cabinet it led to the result of implied powers being put into place within the office of the Presidency.  In order to understand what an implied power is, one needs to have a clear understanding of what it is.  Nelson (2014) pointed out that an implied power is one that is not explicitly listed within the Constitution of the United States, but it is indeed necessary for the government to do in order to do its job (476).  Now by understanding what an implied power is one can look to see how the Cabinet and the President helped shape the office for many years to come.  When looking at the Cabinet a member, Alexander Hamilton, of President George Washington's cabinet made the argument that it was necessary to collect taxes, regulate trade, and provide for the common defense of the United States (Ketchum, 2015).  As a result of the argument Hamilton brought forth Washington ended up agreeing with Hamilton on the issue and it resulted in President Washington signing a law that created the first national bank (Ketchum, 2015).  Once President Washington signed the law it led to the first use of implied powers that many Presidents have used over the years to help pass bills into law that were sent to him from Congress.  The hurdle President Washington had when looking at Hamilton's argument on the issue was pretty huge.  The hurdle was that two other members of President George Washington's cabinet did not agree with the thought of implied powers.  Attorney General Randolph and Secretary of State Jefferson made the argument that the Constitution of the United States did not give Washington nor the government the power to create a bank (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  The hurdle that was there was that President Washington had to determine whom he would agree with.  In the end President Washington agreed with Hamilton and used an implied power to set up the first banking system.  One can conclude that one of the hurdles that this would have created was bitterness between the people within the Cabinet that had the opposing views.    


When looking at how President Washington came to the conclusion to use the implied power to set up the first national bank it was based upon the argument that cabinet member Alexander Hamilton put forth.  One can conclude that President Washington carried out these actions of setting up the bank by looking at what would be within the best interest of the United States.  As a result of President George Washington using an implied power to successfully set up the precedent of future Presidents to use powers that are considered implied.  An example of another President using implied powers of Congress to sign a bill into law would be the implementation of the draft (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  When President Abraham Lincoln signed the draft into law it was based upon the use of implied powers of Congress to use a draft system for people to have to serve in the Civil War (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  
Informal Term Limits    


One of the biggest ways that George Washington shaped the office of the Presidency was him only serving in office for two terms.  When the Constitution was written there was not anything added in regards to term limits being in place for the office of Presidency (Collier, 2007).  With that being said, George Washington decided that he would only be in office for two terms, because he rejected running for a third term in office (Heidler & Heidler, 2015).  As a result of George Washington only doing two terms in office it set the precedent for future Presidents to do the same.  The precedent for Presidents only doing two terms lasted until Franklin Roosevelt became President and was elected to office four times (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  After Franklin Roosevelt was successfully elected four times it was determined that it was in the best interest of the United States to allow Presidents to be able to serve only two terms, and the twenty-second amendment was passed into law limiting how long someone could serve in the office of President (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  


When looking at George Washington only doing two terms as the United States Presidents there are a few things that need to be understood.  First, President Washington was asked about running for a third term in office, and more than likely would have won if he had run.  However, he felt that one person did not need to gain so much power and he felt that if he done another term then he would have gained too much power (Heidler & Heidler, 2015).  Second, one can conclude that President Washington did not want the office of Presidency to be looked at in a manner similar to that of the monarchy.  The reason is because in a monarchy only one person holds the power as the head of the government and the person does not change (CIA & State Department, 2012).  As a result of this he declined to run for a third term in office (Heidler & Heidler, 2015).  There were obstacles that President Washington faced when he made the decision to not run for a third term.  One of the obstacles was that he was asked to run for a third term.  One can conclude that as a result of telling people he was not going to run for a third term that he would have upset people, because he had to tell them no.  Another obstacle that anyone would face when giving up the office of Presidency is the amount of power that George Washington would be giving up.  One can also conclude that when someone gives up the power of running a country, it would be a hard decision to make.  By understanding the obstacles that he faced one can then see why George Washington decided to do what he did.  He decided to do what he did because he did not want one person to gain so much power.  When looking at how other Presidents have followed with George Washington informal term limits it can be determined that every President followed them until Franklin Roosevelt became President.  After President Roosevelt died an amendment was added to the Constitution which made it where future Presidents would not be able to serve more than two full terms in office (Nelson, 2014).  In other words, President Washington's informal term limits were pretty successful since only one person served more than two full terms in office.
Use of the Veto

Another way that President Washington helped shape the office of the Presidency was his use of the Presidential veto.  In order to understand how this was very important one needs to have a clear understanding of what a veto is.  A veto is when a President rejects a bill and returns it unsigned to Congress (Cameron, 2000).  Congress then has the option to override the veto, which would then make the bill still become law without the consent of the President.  The first veto that was ever issued was by President George Washington in 1772.  President Washington issued the veto on a bill that related to the dividing of seats within the House of Representatives (Cameron, 2000).  When looking at the first veto it is important to understand a few things about it.  When the bill was sent to President Washington he looked at his Cabinet for advice.  He was given advice from Cabinet member Thomas Jefferson in which Jefferson pointed out that the bill was divided on support between the North and South (Ford, 2008).  Thus meaning that if the bill was vetoed that it would more than likely not be overridden and still become law.  


When looking at President George Washington deciding to veto the first bill in 1772 there were some hurdles that he encountered.  One of the hurdles was that President George Washington was worried that if he vetoed the bill it would make him seem biased toward the South (Ford, 2008).  In other words, George Washington was worried that he would be looked at in a manner that he favored the south more than the favored the north.  Another hurdle that President Washington was worried about was that if he issued a veto, it would cause Congress to try to override it and in the end the bill would still be come law (Ford, 2008).  Another hurdle that President Washington would have encountered was that he would have been worried that by using a veto that it would cause Congress to get upset and not want to work with him in the future.  President George Washington came to the conclusion to veto the bill that was in regards to representation and giving more seats within the Northern part of the United States.  He came to this conclusion by deeming that the law Congress was trying to pass was unconstitutional (Ford, 2008).  He came to this conclusion by consulting with the Cabinet that he had put into place and getting advice from them in regards to the bill.  When looking at the lasting impact of President George Washington issuing the first Presidential veto is pretty huge.  The way that this can be proven is by looking at how many Presidents have used the veto power while in office.  Out of the forty-four United States Presidents that this country has had, there have been only seven Presidents that have not issued a Presidential veto (House of Representatives, 2015).  In other words, by looking at how many Presidents have issued Presidential vetoes it just goes to show that there have been countless bills that have been vetoed and kept from becoming law.  Another way that it can be proven that vetoes have had a lasting effect is by looking at how many have been issued total and then comparing that to how many have been overridden by Congress.  The House of Representatives (2015) found that there have been a total 2,564 total vetoes issued by Presidents of the United States and that out of those 2,564 only 109 of them have been overridden by Congress.  When doing the math on the total number of vetoes it comes to show that when a veto is issued by a President there is only a 23.52% chance that it will be overridden by Congress.  In today’s time, just a President mentioning the possibility of issuing a veto on legislation causes Congress to consider changing it in a manner that will gain the President's support (House of Representatives, 2015).  This just goes to show you the way that President Washington shaped the office of the Presidency when he issued the first veto on a piece of legislation.   
Accepting a Salary

Another important way that President George Washington helped shape the office of the Presidency was by agreeing to accept a salary for his work as the President of the United States.  When the Constitution was written there was not a portion within the Constitution discussing the actual rate of pay for the President of the United States.  The way that the Constitution was written stated the following in regards to payment to the President of the United States:  


“The President shall, at stated times, receive for his services, a compensation, 


which 
shall neither be increased nor diminished during the period for which he 


shall have been elected, and he shall not receive within that period any other 


emolument from the United States, or any of them” (U.S. CONST. art. II, § 1, cl. 


7).
As a result when it came time to decide the pay for George Washington, the first Congress of the United States decided that he should be paid a salary of $25,000 a year (Ford, 2008).  President George Washington ultimately decided to accept the pay that he was offered.  However, before George Washington accepted the pay he did face some hurdles.  One of the biggest hurdles that President Washington faced was his personal feelings towards getting paid doing a public service job (Ford, 2008).  Another hurdle that President Washington faced was that he was afraid that by accepting pay he would hurt his image as a public servant (Ford, 2008).  In the end President George Washington decided to accept the pay for his work as the President of the United States because he did not want to set a bad precedent for future people that might seek the office of the Presidency (Ford, 2008).  President Washington determined that if he did not accept pay for his work then it could cause only wealthy people to run for the office of the Presidency, and he did not want this (Ford, 2008).  President Washington wanted the best person for the position to be able to get elected to the office of the Presidency and he feared that if there was not a salary then someone that was not wealthy would not be able to run for the office (Ford, 2008).  


When looking at the lasting impact of President Washington accepting a salary, it is pretty simple.  If President Washington would not have accepted a salary then it could have shaped the United States in a completely different manner.  The reason is because it would have set the precedent that other people who sought the office of Presidency should not have been paid either for being the President.  With that being said one can conclude that it could have caused the people that ran for office of Presidency to not have even ran because they might not have been able to afford to work in a position that was not being paid.  If this would have happened then it would have caused people that were only wealthy to run for office, which could have meant that they could have not been acting in the best interest of the people within the United States. 
Using Executive Privilege

When looking at President George Washington actions as President of the United States his use of the executive privilege was an area that helped shape the office of the Presidency.  In order to understand how it shaped the office of the United States one needs to have a clear understanding of what an executive privilege is.  An executive privilege is the idea that allows a President and other high level members of the executive branch to withhold information and things from Congress, the court system, and the public of the United States (Rozell, 2010).  However, it is important to note that executive privilege is not mentioned anywhere within the Constitution of the United States.  The use of an executive privilege falls under the implied powers of the office of Presidency.    


The way that President Washington determined that he had the right of the executive privilege was by meeting with his Cabinet and asking their opinion on Congress asking for documents in regards to the negotiation of the Jay Treaty (Rozell, 2010).  The Cabinet gave the opinion to the President that there should be some level of secrecy within the office of the Presidency in order to run the office smoothly.  As a result it caused President Washington to only give the documents to the Senate which has a hand in the role of ratifying treaties (Rozell, 2010).  The House of Representatives does not have a hand in treaties thus meaning that they had no right to the documents in regards to the Jay Treaty (Rozell, 2010).  There was one major hurdle that President Washington faced and that was the members of the House of Representatives wanted the documents and he did not want to give them to them.  Thus meaning that he would have upset some of the members of Congress by not giving them the documents.  When looking at the lasting legacy that the use of executive privilege has resulted in, is by seeing that many other Presidents have used it during the Presidency and even the current President, Barack Obama, has used executive privilege.  Since the first time that President George Washington used an executive privilege it has been shaped in a manner that they can be used in four different areas which are based on: “1) presidential communications privilege; 2) deliberative process privilege; 3) national security, foreign relations or military affairs, and 4) an ongoing law enforcement investigation” (Rozell, 2010, p. 195).
The Use of Executive Orders


Any time someone looks at George Washington actions as President to see how he shaped the office of Presidency one needs to look at his use of executive orders.  When looking at executive orders it is important to understand what they are.  An executive order is a directive that is issued by a President that requires or authorizes some sort of action of executive agencies (Smith, Roberts, & Wielen, 2011, p. 280). The use of executive orders is not discussed within the Constitution of the United States.  However, they have been accepted as a use of power that a President has in regards to implied powers.  During George Washington’s time as the President of the United States he issued a total of eight executive orders (The American Presidency Project, 2014).  When looking at how President Washington came to the conclusion to issue executive orders, it came after he consulted with his Cabinet (Ford, 2008).  


When looking at when President Washington used executive orders there was one major hurdle.  The hurdle was some disagreement within the Cabinet on if the President had the power to issue executive orders (Heidler & Heidler, 2015).  In the end President Washington determined that he did have the power to issue executive orders and issued them throughout his presidency.  As a result of President George Washington issuing executive orders during his presidency it led to a lasting legacy that many other Presidents have followed suit with.  Since President George Washington left office every President but one issued an executive order.  The only reason why that one President did not issue an executive order was because of the circumstances faced during his term.  The President that did not issue an executive order during his time in office was William Henry Harrison (The American Presidency Project, 2014).  President William Henry Harrison died thirty-one days after taking over the office of the Presidency from pneumonia (Collins & Schlesinger, 2012).  In other words, one can conclude that President William Henry Harrison did not serve long enough in order to be able to issue an executive order.  


It is also important to understand that a President can't just issue an executive order and it becomes law.  A President has to issue an executive order correctly in order for it to have the full force of the law (Warber, 2006).  If an executive order is not issued correctly or Congress does not support it then it has the potential to be nullified or modified by Congress or ruled unconstitutional by the Supreme Court of the United States (Chu & Garvey, 2014). When looking at executive orders and the amount of times that they have been used since President Washington left office just goes to show that since the first executive order was issued it has really helped shape the office of Presidency of the United States.  
Conclusion

When looking at the office of Presidency it is important to look at how President George Washington shaped the office into what it is today.  Had President Washington not done what he did in the seven areas that were addressed then it could have made the office of Presidency turn out into a completely different branch of government.  President George Washington was a forward thinker and thought about the repercussions on what his actions would cause on the future of the office of Presidency.
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