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There are many different types of governments that can be found  throughout the world. You will find various forms of democracy, parliamentary systems, communism, and other types of government. The United States has a democracy type of government while the country of Denmark has a parliamentary system of government.  While both of the governments in these two countries have similarities, there are some differences between the two. This paper will look at the similarities and differences between the parliamentary system of government in Denmark and the democracy government of the United States and show how Denmark is better in regards to giving a voice to the many interests that characterize the people of both countries.  
A Basic Understanding of the United States Government System:

In order to determine if the United States government or the Denmark system of government is better, one needs to have a clear understanding of both country's government.  The United States government is a democracy that has three branches. The three branches are the judicial branch, executive branch, and legislative branch (Nelson, 2014). The judicial branch is comprised of justices of the Supreme Court which are nominated by the President of the United States and then confirmed with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States (Nelson, 2014).  The justices are appointed to serve for life. The executive branch of the United States is composed of the President, and the Vice President which are elected every four years, and the Cabinet.  The President of the United States can't serve more than two terms in office (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  The legislative branch of the United States government is made up of the House of Representatives and the Senate.  The Senate of the United States is comprised of 100 members with two members representing each of the fifty states (Pika & Maltese, 2014). The House of Representatives is made up of 435 members and the representatives are based upon each state's population (Pika & Maltese, 2014).  


Now by understanding the basic information of the three branches of government of the United States, one needs to understand each branch in depth.  The Judicial Branch is a branch of government that members serve for life or until they retire.  The judges are nominated by the President and then confirmed with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States (Nelson, 2014).  In order for someone to be confirmed to the Supreme Court of the United States, they have to have 51 votes from the members of the Senate.  


When examining the Legislative Branch of the United States, it is important to look at both the Senate and Congress differently. The House of Representatives are elected by the people in the state in which they serve.  The members of the House of Representatives are elected for two year terms and there are no term limits. (Smith, Roberts, & Wielen, 2011).  The Senate of the United States is made up of 100 members with two members representing each state.  Each person is elected for a term of six years with no term limits. (Smith, Roberts, & Wielen, 2011).  


The Executive Branch of the United States is made up of the President and Vice President whom are elected to office every four years.  Currently, the President of the United States is Barack Obama, and the Vice President is Joe Biden. They are both in their second terms in their offices (White House, 2015).  Both President Obama and Vice President Biden took office during their first term on January 20, 2009 (White House, 2015).  The Executive Branch is also made up of the Cabinet which is appointed by the President, but the members of the Cabinet have to be confirmed with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States (Nelson, 2014).  The way that members are confirmed into the Cabinet is by getting 51 votes by members of the Senate (Nelson, 2014). The members of the Cabinet serve however long the President wants them to serve because there are no term limits. Generally speaking, members of the Cabinet serve as long as the President is in office (Nelson, 2014).    
A Basic Understanding of the Denmark Government System:

It is very important for one to have a basic understanding of the Denmark government system that is in place.  The Denmark government system is one that is considered a parliamentary representative democracy.  Denmark is actually a “constitutional monarchy, in which the Monarch, currently Queen Margrethe II, is head of state” (CIA & State Department, 2012, p. 146).  Denmark's government is made up of three main branches which are the Executive branch, Legislative branch, and the Judicial branch.  Now by having a basic understanding of the government of Denmark, it is important to take an in depth look at each branch.


The first branch that is going to be looked at is the Judicial branch. The highest court in Denmark is the Supreme Court which has 18 judges and also a court president (CIA, 2014).  The judges on the Supreme Court are “appointed by the monarch upon the recommendation of the Minister of Justice with the advice of the Judicial Appointments Council, a 6-member independent body of judges and lawyers” (CIA, 2014, para. 4). It is very important to note that there is a retirement age that is put in forth for members of the Supreme Court which is the age of 70 (CIA, 2014).      


Another important branch of the Denmark government is the Executive branch.  The Executive branch includes the Monarch, the Cabinet, and the Prime Minister (CIA & State Department, 2012).  The Monarch in Denmark is Queen Margrethe II who has been the Queen since January 14, 1972 (CIA, 2014).  Even though the Queen is a member of the Executive branch, it is really considered a position for ceremonial functions.  However, the Monarch's most important power is that they have the “right to appoint the prime minister and cabinet ministers, who are responsible for administration of the government” (The PRS Group, 2014, p. 10).  Normally, the person that is chosen as the prime minister in Denmark is chosen because they are the leader of the majority party or majority coalition (CIA, 2014).  The current prime minister of Denmark is Helle Thorning-Schmidt who has been in office since October 3, 2011 (The PRS Group, 2014).  It is also important to point out that the Monarch has to work with and consult with the members of parliament to figure out what the public is wanting because the Parliament can dismiss the cabinet by a vote of no confidence (The PRS Group, 2014, p. 10).  It is also important to point out that in the event that a member of the Cabinet resigns then it is the responsibility of the Monarch and the Prime Minister to work together to appoint a new cabinet member (Brille, 2010).    


The last important branch of the government of Denmark is the Legislative branch.  The Legislative branch consists of the members of parliament.  The parliament in Denmark is known as the Folketing (Ministry of The Interior and Health, 2011).  The Danish parliament is made up of “179 members, 175 from the Southern part of Denmark and two each from the Faroe Islands and Greenland” (Ministry of the Interior and Health, 2011, p. 4).  The elections for the members of the Folketing are held at least every four years (CIA & State Department, 2012). However, elections could be held earlier if the prime minister dissolves the Folketing and calls for new elections to be held (CIA & State Department, 2012).


It is important for one to understand what happens if a vote of no confidence is carried out in regards to the prime minister, or if the prime minister dissolves the parliament. Normally, the Monarch will ask the sitting government to stay in place until a successor can come to power in the prime minister's case or a new parliament is voted into power (Elklit, 2008).  Normally speaking, both the parliament and the sitting prime minister will agree to stay until a new government is brought into power.            
Comparing the Two Governments   


Before a good analysis can be done to see which government is better able to allow a voice to the many interests that characterize the population, a comparison must be made between the government.  The first thing that will be compared is Denmark's Parliament and the United States Congress.  There are a few major differences between the two.  The first major difference is that Denmark's Parliament has only one branch, whereas the United States' Congress is made up of both the House of Representatives and the Senate.  The second major difference between the two is the size of Denmark's Parliament and the Congress of the United States.  The United States Congress has 535 voting members with 100 coming from the Senate and 435 coming from the House of Representatives (Library of Congress, 2015). The United States Senate is comprised of two members from each state, and the United States House of Representative's members come from each state as well (Davidson, Oleszek, Lee, & Schickler, 2014). The Congressional districts that the House of Representatives represent are apportioned to each state based upon the population which is derived from the United States census. The Folketing consists of 179 members with 175 of those members coming from Denmark's Southern part and then “two each from the Faroe Islands and Greenland” (Ministry of the Interior and Health, 2011, p. 4).  In other words, there is a very large difference in the amount of people that represent the population in government, because the United States has 535 people in Congress and Denmark has only 179 people in the Folketing.  Another difference between the two country's legislative branches is the term limits of the people that are in each.  In the United States, the term limits for members of the House of Representatives is two years, and the members of the Senate have term limits of six years (Smith, Roberts, & Wielen, 2011).  In Denmark, the term limit for members of the Folketing is four years or when the Prime Minister of Denmark dissolves it (Elklit, 2008).  One major similarity in the United States Congress and the Folketing is that in both the people that serve are voted on by the people of each country.  Someone can't just wake up one day and say that they are going to go work in one of them without being voted into office first.  


There are some major differences between the two country's Executive branch.  In the United States, the Executive branch is made up of the President, Vice President, and the Cabinet.  In Denmark, the Executive branch is made up of the Monarch, the Cabinet, and the Prime Minister. The Prime Minister of Denmark is not voted into office. The people are actually appointed into power by the Monarch (CIA, 2014). The Cabinet of both the United States and Denmark have differences there as well in both countries.  In Denmark, the Cabinet members are actually appointed to office by the Monarch. (CIA, 2014). In the United States, the Cabinet members are appointed to office by the President of the United States with the advice and consent of the Senate of the United States (Nelson, 2014).  With that being said, one could argue that since the Cabinet members for both countries are appointed to office and not voted in would be a similarity between the two countries.  Another major difference between the Executive branch in the two countries is that in Denmark, the Monarch is a member of the Executive branch. In the United States, there is not a Monarch that is a part of the United States government.  It is also important to compare the term limits of the Prime Minister and the President of the United States.  In the United States, the term limit for a President and Vice President is four years and a President can't serve more than two terms (Nelson, 2014).  In Denmark, a Prime Minster serves a term of four years or when the Folketing has a vote of no confidence for the Prime Minister and Cabinet (CIA, 2014).  However, in Denmark, there are no term limits in place for Cabinet members or the Prime Minister. 


The third branch of government that needs to be looked at in both governments is the Judicial branch.  The Judicial Branch in the United States is one in which the President of the United States appoints the members to the court with the advice and consent of the Senate (Nelson, 2014).  The judges of the Supreme Court are appointed to life on the court or until they decide to step down from the court.  In Denmark, the judges are put into place by the Monarch of Denmark based upon the “recommendation of the Minister of Justice with the advice of the Judicial Appointments Council” C(A, 2014, para. 4). One major difference between Denmark's and the United States Judicial system is that in the United States there are only 9 judges on the Supreme Court. In Denmark, there are 18 judges and also a court president (CIA, 2014).  Another major difference between the two is that in Denmark there is a retirement age of 70 in which judges have to retire. In the United States, there is not a retirement age in place for the judges on the Supreme Court.  A major similarity between the two is that in both countries the judges are appointed for life or until they hit their retirement age. Judges in either country can't be taken off the court just because the President or the Monarch disagrees with a ruling they made.    


Another thing that needs to be looked at in both governments is the use of political parties by members of the government in each country. The United States has two major political parties which are the Republican and Democrat parties. The United States Congress has 299 Republicans, 232 Democrats, 2 Independents, and currently 2 vacancies (Schoenfelder, 2015).  Just by looking at the numbers of who represents the people of the United States, it is clear to see that the United States has only two major political parties.  It is also important to point out that in the United States it is a winner take all system which means that only one person can win an election in each Congressional district. Denmark currently has 13 political parties that are represented within the Danish Parliament (Folketinget, 2015).  The 13 political parties that are represented are the Liberal Party, Social Democratic Party, Danish People's Party, Social Liberal Party, Socialist People's Party, Red-Green Alliance, Liberal Alliance, Conservative Party, Alternative, Inuit Ataqatigiit, Siumut, Sambandsflokkurin, and Javnaðarflokkurin party (Folketinget, 2015).  The reason this is the case is due to the fact that “Folketing members are elected by a complex system of proportional representation; any party receiving at least 2% of the total national vote receives representation” (CIA & State Department, 2012, p. 152).  

Now by understanding some of the similarities and differences between the governments of Denmark and the United States, one can look to see that a country such as Denmark is better at giving a voice to the many interests that characterize people's increasingly diverse national populations in that country.     
Judicial Branch Explanation of Not Reviewing Further

For the purposes of this paper, the Judicial branch will not be looked at to see whether or not the Denmark parliamentary system or the United States democracy government is better because the judicial system in both countries are very similar in regards to the way that the judges are put into place on the bench. In the United States, the judges of the Supreme Court are put into place by the President while the judges in Denmark are put into place by the monarch of Denmark.  The main difference between the two country's judicial system is that in Denmark there is a retirement age in which the judges have to retire from the bench.  Whereas in the United States there is not a retirement age in place for the Supreme Court justices.  Thus meaning that looking at the judicial branch in both countries would not help answer the question at hand of which governmental system provides the best voice for the people. 
Reason One:

The first reason why Denmark is better at giving a voice to the many interests that characterize people's increasingly diverse national populations is due to the fact there are more representatives in regards to the amount of people that live in Denmark.  The way that this was determined is that in 2014 there was an estimated population in Denmark of 5,569,077.  If one then divides 5,569,077 by 169, it would come out to 31,112 which means that for every person that is in the Folketing they represent 31,112 people. In the United States Congress, one needs to look at the House of Representatives and the Senate differently in order to figure out the representation.  In the House of Representatives the states are “divided into 435 congressional districts with a population of about 710,000 each” (Schoenfelder, 2015, para 2).  Schoenfelder (2015) went on to point out that each state is given two senators regardless of population, meaning that a senator “represents between 1 and 37 million people, depending on their state's population” (para. 2). In Denmark, one person represents a much smaller number of people compared to the United States meaning that more people in Denmark are given a voice when it comes to issues that affect them within their country.
Reason Two: 


The second reason why Denmark is better at giving a voice to the many different people within the country is based upon the way that people are elected to serve in the parliament.  In Denmark, people are voted into office based upon a very complex system.  The system is designed in a manner in which any party that receives “at least 2% of the total national vote receives representation” (CIA & State Department, 2012, p. 152).  However, in the United States that is not the case because it is based upon a winner take all format.  If a Republican wins the race in a certain district, they win the seat that they ran for.  A great example of a winner take all in the United States is one of the Senate races in South Carolina in the 2014 general elections.  Lindsey Graham, a Republican, ran for the United States Senate seat in South Carolina.  Lindsey Graham ended up winning the seat by getting 54.27% of the vote (South Carolina State Election Commission). The Democrat, Brad Hutto, received 36.83% of the vote in the election (South Carolina State Election Commission).  While a member of the libertarian party, Victor Kocher, received 2.73% of the vote for the seat (South Carolina State Election Commission, 2014).  Had the United States been like Denmark, it would have allowed smaller parties the chance to pick up seats in the United States Congress.  However, since it is a winner take all system it really does not matter that both Victor Kocker and Brad Hutto received any of the votes since they did not win the seat.  With that being said, one can conclude that issues that might be of importance to a small amount of people in the United States will not be looked at seriously because there is not a chance that the people that they support will gain a seat in Congress.  However in Denmark, a political party could take up a cause of a very small portion of the general population (Nilsson, 2013).  As a result that small party could end up getting at least 2% of the overall vote and end up getting a seat in parliament. This is not the case in the United States of America.                
Reason three: 


A third reason why Denmark is better at giving a voice to the many different people within the country is based upon the fact that the parliament at any time can hold a vote of no confidence in regards to the Cabinet and the Prime Minister.  Even though the Monarch is the one that appoints the Prime Minister and Cabinet members, it is important to note that this is mainly considered a position based upon ceremonial functions because the Monarch will normally select a Prime Minister and Cabinet based upon the recommendations of the parliament (CIA, 2012).  If for some reason the Monarch decided to appoint a Prime Minister and Cabinet members that the parliament did not support, the parliament could simply do a vote of no confidence meaning that the prime minister would be taken out of power (The PRS Group, 2014).  With that being said, it is in the best interest of Denmark as a whole for the Monarch to work with the members of parliament and appoint someone that both can agree upon.  There are steps in the United States for a President to be taken out of office.  However, it is more complex than the one that is in place in Denmark.  It is a two step process in the United States. The first step is the House of Representatives have to vote on an impeachment, and it has to be a simple majority that are present and voting (Cook, 1998).  After a vote of impeachment is taken. it then goes to the Senate. The Chief Justice of the United States of America is over the trial.  When it comes time to vote on the issue, two-thirds of the Senate that is present and voting have to agree on the issue in order for it to take effect which would be a conviction (Nelson, 2014).  A conviction would mean that the person would be removed from office (Nelson, 2014).  An example of a President of the United States being impeached by not convicted was President Bill Clinton (Nelson, 2014).  The House of Representatives voted to impeach President Clinton, but the Senate did not convict him (Nelson, 2014).  Had this been the Denmark parliament, they could have simply done a vote of no confidence and Bill Clinton would not have held the office any more.  One might be wondering how the process of being able to hold a vote of no confidence gives a voice to the people of Denmark?  The answer is simple.  If a Prime Minister and Cabinets start doing things that are not in the best interest of Denmark, the parliament could step in and hold a vote of no confidence.  In other words, it serves the people of Denmark very well that the members of parliament hold this power.    
A Way to Prove that Denmark Gives its People More of a Voice

A way to prove which country gives more of a voice to the people in the country is by looking at the voting percentage in each country.  In the United States during the last Presidential election, there was an estimated 54.87% turnout for the elections (The American Presidency Project, 2015. Denmark's election had an estimated 87.74% of voter turnout during the 2011 elections (International Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 2011).  Just by looking at the voter turnout difference between Denmark and the United States, one can see that Denmark has a much higher turnout over the United States.  One can conclude that this is the case because the people in Denmark are given more of a voice in regards to the many different interest that characterize the diverse national population of Denmark. 
Conclusion       

When looking around the world one will find many different types of government that are in place.  Some of the types of governments include communism, democracy, and parlimentary systems.  By comparing the United States government to other governments it can be determined which type of government is better.  When comparing the government of Denmark to that of the United States, one can see that Denmark is better at giving a voice to the people within that country whereas the United States is not.      
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