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Is National Health Care 
In Americaôs Future?



Debate over National Health Care 
Began in the Late 1800ôs 



President T. Roosevelt was the 1st

President to have National Health 
Part of His Political Platform



FDR Administration

Â The Depression and 
the American Medical 
Association Stopped 
National Health Care 
During the FDR 
Administration 

http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/080215-132733.html


The Truman Administration

ÂUniversal 
Health Care
Â Truman called for Universal 

Health Care Insurance, but 
was defeated by the 
Southern Democrats.

http://www.best-of-web.com/pages/080215-133344.html


The Great Society

Â Medicare and 
Medicaid Became Part 
of the Social Security 
Act



1970 1979

Â From the Kennedy to 
the Carter 
Administration 
National Health 
Insurance was 
Discussed but Other 
Pressing Needs 
Always Were More 
Important

http://www.fiftiesweb.com/kennedy/kennedy-assassination.htm


The Start of the health care reforms in the 1990ôs

When Bill Clinton was 

running for President in 

1992 he decided to run on a 

platform promoting health 

care reform.  He did this 

because in 1991 Harris 

Wofford won in a surprise 

victory for a Senate race. 

Harris Wofford won as a 

result of running on a 

platform supporting health 

care reforms.  

Harris Wofford



Using the Health Care reforms to his advantage. 

Â Bill Clinton was able to 

use his platform to help 

him get elected as the 

42nd President of the 

United States.



Moving quickly!

Â President Clinton moved quickly, and in early 
1993 he assembled a task force of experts to 
review the subject of health care reform.

Â He wanted to get information that he could 
propose before Congress on the issue.

Â He also announced in early 1993 that his wife, 
Hillary Clinton, would lead the task force. 



Bill Clintonôs address on September 22, 1993.

Â ñfor most people, coverage would come 
from employers, financed by payroll 
taxes and delivered through carefully 
regulated competition among large non-
profit health maintenance organizations, 
such as the Kaiser Plan and Blue Cross, 
or for-profit prepaid plans of the kind 
that were springing up across the 
country.  For those who were not 
employed, the government would pay 
the cost of membership in a health 
maintenance organization.  To negotiate 
with the health care providers on behalf 
of consumers, monitor their 
performance, and ensure their suitability, 
the Clinton Plan proposed the creation of 
new public organizations called health 
care alliances.ò (Bill Clinton).


